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Preface 


In the year 1960, the transistor portable radio craze was 
sweeping the world. Max Grundig recognised this 
trend and the Ocean Boy series of portable short 
wave radios was born. Early Grundig Ocean Boy 
advertisements announced that it was now able to receive 
short-wave broadcasts across the oceans with this new 
portable receiver. The first registration in patent office was 
made later, Feb. 8" of 1964. The initial model, the 202, got 
its three digit number from the first full year being 
available. 202 means 1962. This numbering system, 
denoting the initial year of availability was kept on through 
1970. Due to demand for short-wave receiver of even 
higher quality, Grundig introduced the Satellit 205 
(Transistor 5000) in Fall 1964. Early Ocean Boy radios 
(1962 to 1970) were of high quality, just below that of the 
top-of-the-line Satellit series, but began to decline in the 
1970’s. All Ocean Boy are single superhet. Today’s Ocean 
Boys are considered “low-end”. It is not planned to produce 
anymore Ocean Boy, it will end in the year 2003 probably. 


About the second edition 


What is new? Extra pictures pages at the end of this book 
added, better photos, more details, better paper quality. 


Thomas Baier 
Homburg / Saar (Germany) April 2003 


The first Ocean Boy was developed in 1960. The 202 was 
introduced in Fall 1961. Already the layout reflects the 
difference to other portable radios at that time. Unsymmetrical 
shape and vertical positioned scales were new. Nine push 
buttons in a vertical row also were new. These buttons are 
yellow, the plastic made loudspeaker grill too. The cabinet is 
wooden made, covered by grey-blue imitation leather. There 
are two ways to operate the Ocean Boy 202. Either by the TN 
11 Grundig AC adapter, which fits in the radio, or by seven D 
batteries. The battery compartment was done in the same size 
as the TN 11 AC adapter is. The radio can carry either the 
battery compartment or the AC adapter, but not both of them 
in the same time. Six D batteries are to supply power — one D 
battery is to illuminate the dial. Indeed, the illumination is not 
much bright, supplied by 1.5 volt only. To replace the bulb, it’s 
not necessary to take the radio apart. Just open the back 
hatch to get access to the bulb. It is also necessary to open 
the back hatch, to get access to the connections and to the 
battery compartment. Grundig had some new ideas, applied to 
the Ocean Boy 202. The audio part was designed completely 
by transistors, without any audio-transformer. The circuit 
diagram is looking quite primitive, but 1960’s transistor 
technology was not so much advanced. That’s a reason why, 
most Ocean Boy 202’s got a problem during their live with the 
audio part. It is noticed, when the radio has got a high noise 
level combined with rumble. The whip antenna has got a tiny 
yellow plastic tip. Make sure the antenna tip isn’t missing, if 
you are buying a used Ocean Boy 202. One year after 
production has been started, a special version was made. It’s 
called Ocean Boy 202 E. | really can’t say if “E” is standing for 
“Europe” or for “Electro” (delivered with TN 11 powerpack). 40 
years later, nobody is able to answer this question. A real nice 
and full working Ocean Boy is hardly to find. Collectors are 
willing to pay 200 US $ or more for it, especially if the black 
Original carrying bag and the original owner’s manual is 
included. The Ocean Boy 202 was sold in US as “Transistor 
17” which has another dial, containing figures only, instead 
European short-wave stations and cities on it. 


Ocean Boy 
Made 

size 

Weight 
Cabinet 
Bands 

Short wave 
SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 


AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price (new) 


202 

Fall 1961 — 1963 
Bo oxy co hie cM 
4.9kg 

Wood, grey imitation leather 
FM, MW, LW, SW 
3 S/W bands 
2.000 — 20.000 kHz 
One 

1,5 Watt 

7 elements, 83 cm 


TN 11 inside the set 


No 
No 


None 


1 DIN (Line in/out) Phones 
External antenna 


Carrying bag 


Ear-phone 203A 
Car DC-adapter 


DM 475,- (1962) / 240 US $ 
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Ocean Boy 202 


Ocean Boy 202 
AC adapter TN 11 


Ocean Boy 202 

No sliding hatch, all sockets except for external 
antenna, are inside the radio. 

Photo below: Opened back. The plastic made cover is 
missing often. Battery compartment in the right. 


Ocean Boy 202 


The Ocean Boy 204 was introduced in Fall of 1963. Several 
modifications differ to his predecessor. First, the 204 got a 
totally new whip antenna, with 12 elements and almost twice 
as long. By the way; this antenna type is the same as in the 
Grundig Satellit 205 (Transistor 5000). Same to the 
loudspeaker system. At the first time, a portable radio made by 
Grundig had a wide-band loudspeaker combined with a 
tweeter. Between the audio controls, a sliding switch is to play 
the radio with or without the tweeter. Why? This is because 
FM supports high audio frequencies, AM not. The tweeter is 
supporting higher audio frequencies only, which are not 
available on AM or short-wave. The two loudspeaker system 
went through almost to the entire Ocean Boy and Satellit lines. 
Even the Grundig Satellit 650 is using two speakers almost 30 
years later. The connections has been reorganised, and are 
accessible without opening the radio. A little slide hatch covers 
all connections. Three push buttons, respectively the lettering 
of them, might look strange. This is easy to explain. “A” stand 
for “Aus” (the German word for “Off’), “AT” stand for “AuBen- 
Antenne” (the German word for “external antenna” and “TA” 
which stand for “Tonabnehmer’, the German word for (Line 
in). The black carrying bag, known from the Ocean Boy 202, 
was fitted with a modified one. The 204 bag is grey, padded 
inside and can be opened or closed by a zip. This carrying bag 
is much nice and rare. If you can get one, don’t think twice — 
buy it. Pay attention, that the Ocean Boy 204 fit into this bag 
only. Some words about the power supply. It’s the same as 
the Ocean Boy 202. TN 11 AC adapter or proper battery 
compartment are very rare and hardly to find, not even at 
eBaY. If you find a mint 204 Ocean Boy, pay attention - some 
Germans sellers call most things “mint”. Ocean Boy 204 is up 
to 200 / 250 US §, especially if the case is included. Ocean 
Boy 204 ( and 202 ) are worthless if both, the original AC 
adapter and the battery case are missing. How to play the 
radio without any DC supply? 


Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 
Bands 

Short wave 
SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 


AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


204 

Fall 1963 to 1964 
345 X ee x 12cm 
4,9 kg 

Wood, imitation leather 
FM, MW, LW, SW 

3 Bands 

2.000 — 20.000 kHz 
One 

1,5 Watt 

12 elements, 144 cm 


TN 11 


No 
No 


None 


1 x DIN (Line in/out) Phones 
External antenna 


Carrying bag 
Ear-phone 203 A 
Car DC-adapter 


DM 595,- (1964) / 300 US $ 


Ocean Boy 204 


Ocean Boy 204 
Battery compartment (same size as TN 11) 
Below: New carrying bag 


Ocean Boy 204 


Easy access due to slide hatch 


Ocean Boy 204 
The new Multi-Match antenna is 144 cm long. She was 
in use in the Satellit 205 too. 


Until 1964, the Ocean Boy was the best portable radio made 
by Grundig. Things changed at the end of 1964 when the 
Satellit 205 (Transistor 5000) was __ introduced. 
Also at this time the Ocean Boy 205 was 
introduced. The OB 205 is lightly bigger than the Ocean Boy 
204. The Ocean Boy 205 was the first Ocean Boy with a 
metal-made loudspeaker grill, but the 205 doesn’t have the 
“rainbow”, known from later series. More things were modified. 
Such as bigger control knobs for tuning and volume. A 
separate on / off switch was added, to make one push button 
vacant because the added short-wave band “K4” needed it’s 
own push button. Older Ocean Boys play to 20,000 kHz , this 
model up to 30,000 kHz. All push buttons got another color; 
light-grey. A new signal-strength-meter ( S-meter ) become the 
standard for many years. Many other Grundig portable short- 
wave radios, such as Satellit 205, 208 and 1000 have this S- 
meter. The Ocean Boy 205 is looking similar to the Satellit 
205. Strictly said, the only major difference to the Satellit 205 
is that the Ocean Boy has not a drum-tuner. Both radios, 
Sat.205 and OB 205 do have similar circuits, the same 
loudspeaker, the same antenna, the same AC adapter and 
more things in common. To make the short-wave listening 
more easily, underneath the S-meter is a little rotary knob, for 
short-wave fine-tuning. Original Grundig wording: “Short-wave- 
lens”. Shown at page 25. Between 1961 and 1965 three 
different Ocean Boy models were introduced. The Ocean Boy 
205 has got a new battery compartment. To get access to it, 
there exist a small lid in the bottom of the radio. 205 is the first 
Ocean Boy, which can carry batteries and the AC adapter TN 
12 together. Six D-batteries instead seven, because newer 
technology allows to operate the radio and illuminate the dial 
from the same DC source. A nice grey carrying bag was 
available for the Ocean Boy 205. It looks similar to the 204’ 
bag, but this one is bigger, because the 205 is bigger. 
Transistor 3000 is the international name for the Ocean Boy 
205. Due to the fact, that the Ocean Boy 205 is relatively 
unknown, it is possible to obtain one for less than 200 US $. 


Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 
Bands 

Short wave 
SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 


AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


205 


Fall 1964 to 1965 

Bax 22K 1 Cm 

4,9 kg 

Wood, imitation leather 
FM, MW, LW, SW 

4 bands 


1.700 — 30.000 kHz 
One 

2 Watt 

12 elements; 144 cm 
TN 12 


No 
No 


None 


1 X DIN (Line in/out) 
Phones 

External antenna 

9 — 12 Volt DC supply 


Carrying bag 


Ear-phones 203A 
Car DC-adapter 


DM 595,- (1965) /300 US $ 


Ocean Boy 205 ( Transistor 3000 ) 
(Erroneously with improper antenna) 


Ocean Boy 205 


Ocean Boy 205 
New: S/W band ,K4“ and push-buttons in grey 


WADE IH 
OGERIRANY 


3 a2 ial Mi 


Ocean Boy 205 / 207 / 208 
New control panel, also new: Separate on / off switch 
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The Grundig Ocean Boy 207 was introduced in Fall 1966 and 
made for one year only. It differs lightly to the Ocean Boy 205 
only. All push-buttons at the right hand site are black. The 
plastic plate underneath the carrying handle is grey. This radio 
is covered with grey imitation leather, like its predecessors. 
Technology didn’t stagnate, the audio part (AF) was modified 
with more powerful transistors, although less transistors are in 
use. The power amplifier (PA) has got two new transistors, 
which are used in other Grundig radios too, such as Satellit 
208, 210 and 1000. By the way, the complementary transistor 
pair is “AC 187” and “AC 188”. This kind of transistors are 
providing 2 Watt only. Combined with Grundig’s knowledge, 
the Ocean Boy 207 has a really great audio, similar to the 
Satellit 208 / 210 series. If you are lucky to own a Ocean Boy 
207 (or 205 / 208) you might looking for the illumination switch. 
It seems there is no such switch, but it is of course. Press and 
hold the volume control — done. The carrying bag is the same 
as the 205’s bag. According Grundig’s marketing strategy, 
new radios have to have a new name. Ocean Boy 205’s 
internal name is “Transistor 3000” and Ocean Boy 207’s 
internal name is “Transistor 3000 A”. A few modifications were 
done only. In 1967 Grundig released a new series of whip 
antennas. The length kept the same, but the new antenna has 
got one more element. Grundig might have thought, that more 
little elements makes a telescope antenna less sensitive to get 
bent. The reason why Grundig replaced the little “cone tip” by 
a bigger “cylinder tip” is unknown. The new telescopic antenna 
13 / 144 has 13 elements / length 144 cm and was used for 
many years. Even more than 20 years later, the Grundig 
Satellit 650 had this kind of antenna. Well — even the Grundig 
Satellit 800 has got it! Personally | like the Ocean Boy 207 the 
most. It has all you need, no needless knobs a great audio 
and it is a typically “ambassador” for German’s radio 
engineering in the mid 60’s. Due to low production, there are 
not so much 207’s available. They are hard to find, even on 
German radio flea markets. 


Ocean Boy 

Made 

Size 

Weight 

Cabinet 

Bands 

Short wave 
SW-bands 

Bandwidth 

Audio power 


Whip antenna 


AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


207 


Fall 1966 to 1967 
S602" %°ECm 

4,9 kg 

Wood, imitation leather 
FM, MW, LW, SW 

4 bands 


1.700 — 30.000 kHz 
One 
2 Watt 


12 elements, 144 cm 
Since 8 / 1967, 13 elements 


TN 12 


No 
No 


None 


1 X DIN (Line in / out) 
Phones 

External antenna 

9 — 12 Volt DC supply 


Carrying bag 


Ear-phones 203A 
Car DC adapter 


DM 595,- (1967) / 300 US $ 
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Ocean Boy 207 
Rear. All sockets behind the lid. It replaced the slide 
hatch, known from the type 205. ; 


Ocean Boy 207 (left) and Satellit 205 (right) 


Ocean Boy 207 


Dial string, FM = 72 cm, AM = 94cm 
Valid also for Ocean Boys 205 and 208. 
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Fall 1967: Ocean Boy # 5 has been released. Unbelievable ! 
According Grundig marketing, this radio is called Ocean Boy 
208. It was introduced together with the Satellit 208. Indeed 
the Ocean Boy 208 kept on the same technology level as the 
Ocean Boy 207 series. Compared to both, Ocean Boy 205 
and Ocean Boy 207, there are no much cosmetic changes too. 
Well, the 208 was fitted with another imitation leather. It is 
rough and black. It could be a early type of “Professional” 
known by Satellit 1000, 2000 etc. As written above, Ocean 
Boy 208 and Satellit 208 appeared at the same time, but some 
series of the Satellit 208 has been covered with the older grey 
imitation leather. Easy to proof, | owned some of them. But 
never ever | have seen an Ocean Boy 208 grey. Also | never 
have seen a Ocean Boy 208 carrying bag, which should be 
black. | assume, that Grundig didn’t produce a special case for 
a radio which was available one year only. What else’s new? 
A plastic track mount onto the dial between FM scale and K4 
scale. This track is to carry red and green dial markers. Each 
three, red and green, was the standard equipment. For more 
dial markers, Grundig offers 10 more in a little plastic bag, 
which was sold separately. Nowadays, where PLL tuned 
radios are standard, this dial markers might look cute, but in 
1968 it was “high-technology”. The Ocean Boy 208 was 
delivered with one type of telescopic antenna only. 13 / 144 
with cylinder tip. Technically Ocean Boy 208 is the same as 
Ocean Boy 207. 13 transistors: 2 for FM, 3 for AM / SW, 4 for 
the IF part and 4 transistors for the audio part (AF). Even the 
same type of transistors are in use. | tend to say, Ocean Boy 
208 is just the marketing version, edition 68, of the Ocean Boy 
207. That’s why the internal name is “Transistor 3000 B”. An 
international version is unknown. Consider 150 US Dollar for a 
nice Ocean Boy 208. The price depends by the condition, 
especially of the loudspeaker grill. A broken antenna can be 
replaced, a loudspeaker grill full of dents not. 
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Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 
Bands 

Short wave 
SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 


AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 
Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


208 


Fall 1967 to 1968 

38 x 22x 11cm 

4,9 kg 

Wood, imitation leather 
FM, MW, LW, SW 

4 bands 


1.700 — 30.000 kHz 
One 

2 Watt 

13 elements, 144 cm 
TN 12 


No 
No 


None 

1 X DIN (Line in / out ) 
Phones 

External antenna 

9 — 12 volt DC supply 


Carrying bag 
Ear-phones 203A 
Car DC-adapter 


DM 589,- (1968) /300 US $ 
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Ocean Boy 208 ( Transistor 3000 b ) 
New: black imitated leather cabinet 


Ocean Boy 208 (also Ocean Boys 205 and 207) 
New styled battery compartment. 


Ocean Boy 208 
Left; older grey leather“. Right; the new black ,leather* 


207 


208 


: 
a 
4 
$ 
| 


Ocean Boy 208 


Between FM dial (not visible here) and S/W dial “K4” 


are green and red dial-markers mount on a track. 
(visible in the left). 


The Ocean Boy 209 was, indicated by the name, made in the 
year 1969. It’s really unbelievable, each year a new model, but 
this one was really modified. For the first time, two different 
versions has been offered. Wooden like cabinet combined with 
wooden like panel loudspeaker grill or black imitation leather 
combined with a_ nice silver loudspeaker grill. This type of 
loudspeaker grill is reflecting incoming light, which is looking 
as a “rainbow”. Both versions do have in common a wooden 
cabinet and a black dial. All previous Ocean Boys uses push 
buttons right site located, for band-selection. The Ocean Boy 
290 not. A new mechanic has been designed. Similar to the 
Satellit 208 / 210 line, all the round push buttons are mounted 
under the carrying handle. The carrying handle is now made 
to a higher standard and with better quality. Additional chrome 
trims makes the radio looking very nice. All audio controls, the 
S/W fine tuning and the tuning knob do have the same style 
and are located on the right hand site. Exactly as the Satellit 
208, all knobs are black with a silver chrome tip. Left of the 
dial, there is something new. Eleven more knobs vertically 
mount. Eight of them are FM pre-set buttons. Each FM pre-set 
button is combined with a little “FM aid dial’. What else was 
new? Again, another battery case was used to make it fit for 
the Dryfit Akku. Combined with the TN 14 AC adapter, it is 
possible to recharge the accu without uncase it. The S-meter 
is illuminated. The Ocean Boy 209 is called “Transistor 3001”. 
It is the first which is using one dial string for all bands. This 
could be helpful in case of restringing. Due to the fact, that the 
Ocean Boy 209 looks similar to the Satellit, its used price is 
higher than other older Ocean Boys. The black / silver version 
is more wanted than the wooden series. Previously | had seen 
some for 350 US $ on eBaY auctions. By the way, Ocean Boy 
209 is the last one with a wooden cabinet. All later made 
Ocean Boys do have a plastic made cabinet. 


38 


Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 


Bands 

Short wave 
SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 
AC adapter 
Clock 

Timer 
Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


209 


Fall 1968 to 1969 

ico hee kh elit 

5,4 kg 

Wood, imitation leather 
black or wooden like 


FM, MW, LW, SW 
4 bands 


1.700 — 30.000 kHz 
One 

2 Watt 

13 elements, 144 cm 


TN 12a or TN 14 to recharge 
the “Dryfit Akku” if in use. 


No 
No 


8 FM pre-sets 


1 x DIN (Line in / out) 
Phones 

External antenna 

9 — 12 volt DC supply 


Ear-phones 203 A 
Car DC adapter 
Dryfit Akku 476 and TN 14 


DM 598,- (1969) / 300 US $ 
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Ocean Boy 209 (Transistor 3001 ) 
Wooden-like edition 


Ocean Boy 209 
Edition black / silver 


z 


* 


Ocean Boy 209 
Dial string, length: 73,5 cm or 80 cm at serial # 5000 
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Ocean Boy 209 
Again another battery compatment, also in used in the 
Ocean Boy 210. It can also carry the “Dryfit Akku 476”. 


You won't believe it, one year later the next Ocean Boy 
appeared. Ocean Boy 210. Let’s take a view back; Ocean 
Boys 204, 207, 208, 209 are just made for one year each! By 
the way, other Grundig portables, such as the Yacht Boy line, 
has been replaced by newer models similar quick. What’s new 
again? Well, the major difference to all other previous Ocean 
Boys is that the 210 has got a plastic made cabinet. The time 
of wood was gone. Today, more than 30 years later, it is nice 
having modern plastic radios in hand, but | think most 
collectors, as | am, wish that any manufacturer would offer a 
woody. The 210 was offered, same as the 209, in two different 
versions. Wooden like or black / silver. | personally like the 
black / silver 210 much, because it’s the only older Ocean Boy 
with a silver dial. The original Grundig advertising 1970 
sounds like that “ The horizon doesn’t know any boarder — and 
for sure not the Ocean Boy.“ Ocean Boy and Satellit, they 
always looked similar but Ocean Boys are really rare, 
especially in the US. This radio is the last Ocean Boy with 
rotating knobs, a two way loudspeaker system and the long 
whip antenna. By the way; all Ocean Boys without any 
exception are single superhet (only), even on short wave. This 
and the missing drum tuner are the major difference to the 
famous Satellit line, and of course the price. Satellit 210 cost 
800 DM (400 US $) in 1970, the equivalent Ocean Boy cost 
100 $ less. Below that range came the Yacht Boy line. This 
was the ranking of Grundig portables in the mid of 60’s. Satellit 
— Ocean Boy — Yacht Boy. At the beginning of the 70’s the 
hierarchy changed to: Satellit - Ocean Boy — Concert Boy. 
Additional a whole bunch of other portables has been 
produced. For example; Grundig Europa Boy; Melody Boy; 
Concert Boy and much more other Boys. The internal name 
for the Ocean Boy 210 is “Transistor 3005” but technical 
similar to the “Transistor 3001”. Used prices? Well, there 
aren't so much Ocean Boy collectors in the world, not even in 
Germany! You can find an excellent one for 150 $ or for 350 §, 
dependent by one thing only. If you are bidding alone or if two 
guys bidding up each other... 


+4 


Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 


Bands 

Short wave 
SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 
AC adapter 
Clock 

Timer 
Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


210 


1970 / 1971 

AS X 2K 17cm 

5,0 kg 

Plastic, 

black/silver or wooden like 


FM, MW, LW, SW 
4 bands 


1.700 — 30.000 kHz 
One 

2 Watt 

13 elements, 144 cm 


TN 12a or TN 14 to recharge 
“Dryfit Akku” if in use. 


No 
No 


8 FM pre-sets 


1 X DIN (Line in / out ) 
Phones 

External antenna 

9 — 12 volt DC supply 


‘Ear-phones 203 A 


Car DC adapter 
Dryfit Akku 476 and TN 14 


DM 598,- (1970) /300 US $ 
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Ocean Boy 210 (Transistor 3005) Edition: Wooden like. 
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Ocean Boy 210 (wooden like) 
Right hand site 


Ocean Boy 210 (left and below) / 209 (right) 
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Ocean Boy 210 
Edition: Silver with “rainbow grill’. 
Ain't that a marvellous radio ? 


Timely to the Olympic summer games held 1972 in Munich / 
Germany, some new radios has been introduced by Grundig. 
They all had one thing in common: The suffix “1000”. So, the 
new Ocean Boy 1000 too. He was cheaper and he is smaller 
than all other previous made Ocean Boys. The radio appeared 
in typically early 70’s style. Sliding controls, rectangular push 
buttons and a black plastic cabinet. Even laymen are able to 
recognise and detect that. Optical, the Ocean Boy 1000 hasn't 
got much in common to its predecessors. Technical, for 
example the circuit, the OB 1000 is close the same. To make 
short-wave listening more user friendly, this radio has five 
separate (spread) short-wave bands. Each band having its 
own individual push button and dial. These are for 49-41-31- 
25 and the 19 mtr. short-wave bands. Unfortunately there is 
One dial string / dial marker only. Therefore it is not possible to 
use the five short-wave buttons as pre-sets. Because of the 
band spread, there is no longer a fine-tune option available. 
But this was not the only feature, which has been cancelled. 
Ocean Boy 1000 do not have a S-meter, and its telescopic 
antenna is two elements shorter compared to older Ocean Boy 
series. The antenna is 116 cm long only, which is almost 1 
foot shorter than older Ocean Boy antennas. The audio part 
provides 7 watt audio power, which allows an awesome FM 
sound — conflictive to that, there is no tweeter, just one wide- 
band loudspeaker. Sum up: No S-meter, no tweeter, shorter 
telescopic antenna and no fine-tuning. This is why, the radio 
was cheap. It costed 450 German Marks (230 US $) only. The 
rotary tuning knob is the same as was used on the Satellit 210 
and Satellit 1000. The Ocean Boy 1000 was made in three 
different versions. Wooden loudspeaker grill, silver 
loudspeaker grill or totally black. Note, due to different spelling 
of the number “ 1 “, most US American interpret the Ocean 
Boy 1000 as Ocean Boy 7000, which is not the proper name. 
The internal name is “Transistor 2000”. Buying a used Ocean 
Boy 1000 in good condition, consider 100 US $ or so. | have 
never seen a Carrying bag for this radio. 
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Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 
Bands 

Short wave 
SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 


AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


1000 


1971/1972 

38 x21 x9cm 

3,8 kg 

Plastic 

FM, MW, LW, SW 

5 bands, each on it's own dial 
5.900 — 16.000 kHz 
One 

4 Watt (continuous) 
11 elements, 116 cm 
Built-in 


No 
No 


None 
1 X DIN (Line in / out) 


Phones 
External antenna 


Phones 


Dryfit Akku 476 


DM 450,- (1971) / 230 US$ 
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Ocean Boy 1000 ( Transistor 2000 ) 
First Ocean Boy with audio sliding controls 


Ocean Boy 1000 


Ocean Boy 1000 
Battery compartment and AC cord case in the bottom 


Ocean Boy 1000 


Also available ,wooden-like“ (above) or black edition 
(little picture below) 


RIES: SRR: ese 


Photo below: 5 short wave bands, 49-41-31-25-19 mtr. 
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Between the Ocean Boy 1000 and the Ocean Boy 820 are 
almost 10 years. It doesn’t mean that the Ocean Boy 1000 
was produced for 10 years. Let me explain it. According 
German regulations, after 10 years a trademark will be 
released, if it won’t be extended. Grundig didn’t want to loose 
the name “Ocean Boy”, not at all. Grundig want to keep the 
trademark “Ocean Boy” alive. This is why another Ocean Boy 
was “born”, called 820. | assume, that the name 820 has 
something to do with the date of introduction. 82 (without the 
“O”) could stand for edition 1982. The 820 series do not have 
something in common with previous Ocean Boys, except the 
fact being the number two in Grundig’s world band receiver 
hierarchy, behind the Satellit line of course. In the mid 80’s 
Grundig had manufactured a pile of -huge radio-recorders, so 
called “ RR “. Big radios, almost 20 pounds heavy, most 
equipped with two or even four loudspeakers. Besides that, 
the Satellit 2400 Stereo was available. A monaural Satellit 
2400 was available too, so called Satellit 1400. The Ocean 
Boy 820 looks very similar to the Satellit 1400, which was 
introduced even in 1979. Back to the 820; the entire short 
wave is split into three range, so called K1, K2 and K3 
covering short-wave from 75 mtr band to the 13 mtr band. By 
the way; “K” stand for “Kurzwelle” which is the German word 
for short-wave. A large rotary tuning knob provides for both, 
normal and fine tuning. Pulling the tuning knob chauses a 
mechanical transmission inside the radio and set it to fine 
tuning. How to choose a wave band? With a rotating switch, 
marked K1-K3; MW; LW; FM and PH which sets the radio into 
Line-in mode. To select a specific short-wave band, the radio 
is equipped with a second rotating switch, marked K1, K2 and 
K3. This radio has got a S-meter, but it doesn’t have the single 
side band (SSB) option. The Ocean Boy 820 has got a build-in 
AC adapter, and a battery compartment to make it being a 
portable. But in my opinion it’s too heavy and too big for travel 
radio. In Austria it was sold under the brand-name “Minerva”. 
This company was taken over by Grundig in 1968. Consider 
100 US $ for a nice Ocean Boy 820. 
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Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 


Bands 
Short wave 


SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 
AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


820 

1981 to 1983 
35 XK eo xk le cm 
2,4 kg 

Plastic 


FM, MW, LW, SW 
3 bands 


3.900 — 22.100 kHz 
One 

2 Watt 

7 elements, 98 cm 
built-in 


No 
No 


None 
1 X DIN (Line in / out) 


Phones 
External antenna 


Phones 


Dryfit Akku 476 


DM 549,- (1982) /280 US $ 
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Ocean Boy 820 ( above ) 
It is looking similar to the Satellit 1400 ( below ) 


Ocean Boy 820 
Operation panel 


Ocean Boy 820 


Rear 


Ocean Boy 820 
AM / FM dial string, length 1466 mm 


The Ocean Boy 330 appeared almost 10 years after the model 
820. The reason is the same, as mentioned in the 820 
chapter. To keep the trademark “Ocean Boy” protected and 
alive. With the Ocean Boy 330 a total new epoch had begun. 
This radio is voltage-controlled tuned combined with digital 
read-out. Better known as PLL. The audio is very low. It is not 
made by Grundig, it was made in China, introduced in 1992. 
The question what’s new compared to previous Ocean Boys, 
can be answered by one word: All ! This radio has got two 
main buttons, each one to switch on and switch off. I’ve never 
seen this before. The size is very small, it is a pocket radio. 
This radio doesn't have a handle. The telescopic antenna is 
very short, and for sure there is no AC adapter inside. The 
Ocean Boy 330 operates from six batteries. Four AA cells for 
power supply, and two AAA batteries for set-up purposes. The 
radio can be supplied by external voltage. An AC adapter is to 
buy separately, but this radio is made in China, so it has 
negative DC voltage at the center tip. Reminder; German / 
European made Grundig radios such as Satellit 300, 400 etc. 
or Yacht Boy 500 have positive DC voltage at the center tip. 
The only possibility to tune this radio is to use the “UP / 
DOWN” buttons. There is neither a keypad for direct key 
access nor a rotary tuning knob. This radio is reflecting the low 
end of short wave radios sold under the name Grundig. 
Nowadays people think it’s worthless, so that you can 
purchase an Ocean Boy 330 mint the box at eBaY for 20 US 
$. Sometimes even less than that. The Ocean Boy 330 
reminds me to the Yacht Boy 320, which was offered some 
years later, just with a newer cabinet, but the same technical 
specs. Nevertheless, this Ocean Boy is the beginning of the 
PLL series. Within the next ten years, the cabinet was 
modified two times, and the radio has been sold with another 
names. Such as Ocean Boy 340 and 350. Read more about 
this in the next pages. 
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Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 


Bands 
Short wave 


SW-Range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 
AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


330 

Fall 1992 to 1993 
19x11x4cm 
0,46 kg 

Plastic 


FM, MW, LW, SW 
PLL 


5.900 — 15.500 kHz 
One 

0,40 Watt 

5 elements, 50 cm 
none 


Yes 
Yes 


20 


Phones 
AC adapter 


External AC adapter 


DM 129,- (1992) / 65 US$ 
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Ocean Boy 330 


GRUNDIG 


rors 


Ocean Boy 330 
Above: Close up of front-end 
Below: Rear (first Oceanboy with a tilt stand) 


Ocean Boy 330 
Original box and owners manual (typically for 1992 


oe 
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SS 


Ocean Boy 330 


Some years later: Some radios looks similar to the 
Ocean Boy 330 


Here; the Yacht Boy 320 
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The Ocean Boy 340 was available since 1994. It is nothing 
else than a cosmetically modified Ocean Boy 340. Therefore 
the same tiny 4 band radio. FM, SW, MW plus LW. Five 
memories are available for each band, so totally 20. The major 
problem is how to enter a frequency. To make it a little bit 
easier, the radio is pre-programmed. That means, five short 
wave frequencies taken from five different short wave bands 
are already stored. This is not a ROM Table, it’s just pre- 
stored. Otherwise you have to use the ,Up“ and ,Down* 
buttons to get to the desired frequency. Both, Ocean Boy 330 
and 340 are able to receive short-wave from 5.900 kHz to 
15.500 kHz. This will be the standard for all PLL Ocean Boys. 
The tuning steps are; 50 kHz at FM; 5 kHz at SW, 9 kHz at 
medium wave (AM) and 1 kHz at the long wave band. To 
reduce overloading, an attenuator is built-in to reduce too 
strong FM or SW signals. There also exists a “Lock” switch, 
which is hardly to find. It’s located in the bottom. Personally | 
like the grey-brown metallic color and the factual layout. Even 
the “Up” and “Down” buttons are highlight by blue color. It 
seems that customers acknowledged this, because the Ocean 
Boy 340 was available four years. Together with it’s 
successor, the Ocean Boy 350, it was the manufactured 
longest of the entire Ocean Boy series. As | already wrote in 
the 330 chapter, these PLL Ocean Boys are made in China 
and sold in the low end price range. In case of problems, this 
type of radios will not be repaired. Within the regular warranty, 
a defective radio will be replaced by a brand new one. This is 
cheaper than any repair or even to ship it back to China. By 
the way, 300,000 Ocean Boy 340 has been sold, same 
quantity as the Ocean Boy 330. This type of radios are for 
sure no collector’s items. 20 to 25 US §, this is the actual price 
for used 340’s. In my hometown, there is a radio store, which 
yet have the Ocean Boy 340 in stock. 
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Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 


Bands 
Short wave 


SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 
AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 


Accessories 


Price 


340 

1994 - 1997 
1S OTT ach 
0,48 kg 
Plastic 


FM, MW, LW, SW 
PLL tuned 


5.900 — 15.500 kHz 
One 

0,40 Watt 

5 elements, 50 cm 
none 


Yes 
Yes 


20 


Phones 
AC adapter 


External AC adapter 


DM 119,- (1997) / 60 US$ 
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Ocean Boy 340 
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Ocean Boy 340 
Left hand Right hand 
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Ocean Boy 340 


Ocean Boy 340 
Original box 
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The Ocean Boy 400 was introduced in Fall 1994. From that 
on, Grundig offered two different series at the same time. 
Reminder, the Ocean Boy 340 was available too. The Ocean 
Boy 400 is larger, because an AC adapter is built-in. To make 
the radio sound better, especially on FM, more power is need. 
This is one reason, because the Ocean Boy 400 operates 
from four C-type batteries. The audio output power is 0,75 
Watt (equal 750 mW) which is a massive increase, compared 
to Ocean Boy 330 or 340. The 400 has got a real handle, 
which fits into the cabinet. The handle is not visible when it is 
fold up. Ocean Boy 330 / 340 just has a simple carry strap. So, 
the Ocean Boy 400 seems to be a real portable radio. But how 
about short-wave? Well, unfortunately he have the same kind 
of electronic components inside as all previous PLL Ocean 
Boys do have. Short-wave covers 5,900 kHz to 15,500 kHz 
only. Neither direct-key-access by keypad, nor a rotary tuning 
knob. The whip antenna better be called “whimp antenna’ 
because what could you expect from a 50 cm ( that’s less than 
2 feet ) antenna? To switch the radio on or off, there is a big 
switch mount on the radio’s top. 20 memories, five for each 
band are available. This is quiet enough, the Ocean Boy 400 
wasn’t made to replace any short-wave receiver. Rather than 
that it’s just a portable, combined with the major short-wave 
bands. Good enough for travel, in the kitchen or the office. The 
cabinet is made out of plastic, but the front end is covered with 
some stuff which feels like velvet. It looks really nice, | like 
that. Things | personally do no like, is that there is no 
permanent LCD illumination, not even with AC main voltage. 
You always have to push a button to illuminate it for a few 
seconds. The Ocean Boy 400 costed about 140 German 
Mark, this is about 70 US §. It must be the rarest of all PLL 
Ocean Boys, because | never have seen an Ocean Boy 400 
offered either in the world wide web nor on radio conventions. 
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Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 


Bands 
Short wave 


SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 
AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 
Accessories 


Price 


400 

1995 - 1996 
26x 14x6cm 
1,20 kg 
Plastic 


FM, MW, LW, SW 
PLL tuned 


5,900 — 15,500 kHz 
One 

0,75 Watt 

5 elements, 50 cm 
built-in 


Yes 
Yes 


20 


Phones 
AC cord 


None available 


DM 139,- (1995) /70 US $ 
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Ocean Boy 400 


Ocean Boy 400 
Front (seen from the left) is coated “velvet-like” 


Ocean Boy 400 
Pic below; the Local / DX switch 


Re TT 705 | 
Seater #5 £0 95.360). BUDA. ET OF 87S 


Ocean Boy 400 
Original packing 


The reason this chapter about the Ocean Boy 500 is before 
the Ocean Boy 350 is because the OB 500 is the successor to 
the OB 400 and this book has been written in chronological 
order. How come, Grundig had replaced the 400 after two 
years? In Fall 1996 production of the famous Grundig Satelit 
line was stopped. This means a restructure of the portable 
radio hierarchy. Let’s remember, so far the “ranking” was; #1 
Satellit, #2 Ocean Boy followed by the Yacht Boy series. Since 
Fall 96 the Yacht Boy’s such as YB 500, YB 400 and the P 
2000 led the Grundig radio league. Ocean Boy series always 
been the number two, although the Ocean Boy 500 provides 
the Radio-Data-System (RDS) on FM. Even more than that, 
the 500 provides Enhanced-Other-Network (EON). The EON 
system is additional to RDS, detects traffic news and set the 
radio to alternative FM frequencies when traffic news are on 
the air. Of course on FM only. How about short-wave? Well, 
still the same — nothing is new. 5,900 kHz to 15,500 kHz no 
direct-key-access and still the 50cm whip antenna. To make 
the Ocean Boy 500 look like a real new radio, it comes with 
another color and another packing. Technically the same as 
the Ocean Boy 400. The 500 operates from 4 C-batteries or 
the built-in AC adapter. Minor modifications to the ,Up* and 
»Jown" button. Normally they tune the radio, respectively in a 
search modus. When the radio is set to menu mode, the 
buttons ,Up“ und ,Down“ are to set several conditions. For 
example “lamp on’ or “lamp off’. By the way, when the 
illumination is set to “lamp on” then it’s burning permanent 
even if the radio is operated with batteries. Nevertheless, a 
switch labelled "lamp" makes the bulb operate, if the menu- 
mode is set to "lamp off". This example reflects an advanced 
microprocessor, like that which is in use in the Ocean Boy 
500. Unfortunately the radio hasn't been improved to obtain 
better short-wave reception. Used Ocean Boy 500’s in 
excellent condition, most even in original box, can be found at 
German eBaY, consider 30 to 35 US §. 
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Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 


Bands 
Short wave 


SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 
AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 
Accessories 


Price 


500 

1997 - 1998 
26x14x6cm 
1,20 kg 
Plastic 


FM-RDS, MW, LW, SW 
PLL tuned 


5,900 — 15,500 kHz 
One 

0,75 Watt 

5 elements, 50 cm 
built-in 


Yes 
Yes 


20 


Phones 
AC cord 
None available 


DM 169,- (1998) /85 US$ 
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Ocean Boy 500 


Ocean Boy 500 
Above: Handle fold back into the radio. 
Below: Handle foldout to carry the radio. 


Ocean Boy 500 


Battery compartment 


Ocean Boy 500 


This style of modern packing reflecs the typically time of 
PLL radios. 


The Ocean Boy 350 is the successor to the 330 / 340 series. It 
was available since 1998 and is (was) the little brother of the 
bigger model Ocean Boy 510. Optical both are looking similar. 
Basically same radio as Ocean Boy 330 / 340 but cosmetically 
totally another. Even two version were available, wow! Silver 
or anthracite. The loudspeaker grill is made rough, similar to 
the Ocean Boy 820’s loudspeaker grill. All keys are mount 
around the LC-Display. | count six different type of keys. The 
on/off switch seems to be a part of both, loudspeaker and 
operation panel. Unfortunately the keys are hard to operate. 
When pressing any key the radio falls over. That’s why this 
tiny radios has got a tilt stand, but it is too small, compared to 
the Ocean Boy’s 330 / 340 tilt stands. Short-wave still the 
same 5.900 kHz to 15.500 kHz can be tuned by two buttons 
marked ,+“ and ,-—, only. The short-wave tuning steps are 5 
kHz. Don’t expect any awesome audio. The AF power is 0,25 
watt (250 mW). There are three little switches. One is for 
“music / speech”, one to set between “local / DX” and one for 
band select. Battery operation is the same as the Ocean Boys 
330 / 340 series. That means 4 AA cells to play the radio and 
two AAA cells to hold frequencies, timer setting and the clock. 
External DC supply is possible. Any regular 6 volt DC adapter 
will be Okay. Since 1998, Grundig’s portable hierarchy has 
been changed again. Number one is the Yacht Boy series, 
followed by some analog tuned Concert Boys. The Ocean Boy 
350 represents Grundig’s third class portables. It’s the last 
made Ocean Boy, which is able to receive on short-wave. 
Comparing Ocean Boys made in the late 60’s to that piece of 
plastic here, there is nothing left from the good old days, made 
in good old Europe. A new Ocean Boy 350 cost 55 US § only. 
| can’t recall ever had seen any used Ocean Boy 350 which 
has been offered in the word wide web. 
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Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 


Bands 
Short wave 


SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 
AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 
Accessories 


Price 


350 

1998 to 2003 

20. Vite. Cre 

0,55 kg 

Plastic, silver or anthracite 


FM, MW, LW, SW 
Ae 


5.900 — 15.500 kHz 
One 

0,25 Watt 

5 elements, 50 cm 
Without 


Yes 
Yes 


20 


Phones 
Ac adapter 


External AC adapter 


DM 109,- (2001) /55US $ 
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Ocean Boy 350 
Available in silver or anthracite 


Ocean Boy 350 
For better operation: A little tilt stand. 


Ocean Boy 350 
Left hand site 


Ocean Boy 350 


Six different type of keys 


lf you read this book chapter by chapter, you have been 
reached to the sad end now. Remember to all that nice Ocean 
Boys made in the 60’s. Most, each year a new model. This is 
the chapter talking about the last made Ocean Boy, and it’s 
the first and only one without the option to receive short-wave. 
It reflects the time determined by Internet, Satellite TV and 
other modern tools of communication. The Ocean Boy 510 is 
still available (2003) and, same as the Ocean Boy 350, 
available in two different colors. Silver or anthracite. Before 
first operating, it’s recommended to study the owner’s manual. 
Why? Using the radio at the first time, set the radio to the 
search mode. The green illuminated LCD reads-out by running 
letters ,Searching FM please wait". After that, the 10 strongest 
FM stations has been stored automatically. FM stations which 
are providing RDS are preferred, because FM-RDS stations 
transmits date and time to the radio. That means, date and 
time are set automatically. Furthermore, AM stations will be 
scanned and stored automatically, sort by strongest signals 
first. This is why the Ocean Boy need up to two minutes, 
before any regular operation is possible. To interrupt this 
procedure, the button “Memo” can be pushed. Furthermore It 
is recommended to use always 2 AAA set-up cells. Otherwise 
the radio executes always the “auto-search and _ store” 
procedure when the radio is switched on. The Ocean Boy 510 
has got a built-in AC adapter and a battery case for four C- 
cells. At least this makes the radio a portable. There is a little 
"Menu" mode, and even a "Demo" mode, which informs the 
user by running letters about the most important features. The 
Ocean Boy 510 provides 0,75 watt audio power, which is 
enough to sound well. It cost about 80 US §, but | doubt about 
that it is available in US. If you switch off the radio, you 
become informed by running letters in the LCD ,Good bye". 
What kind of irony! After 40 years, the Grundig Ocean Boy line 
ends here. Good bye Ocean Boy. 
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Ocean Boy 
Made 

Size 

Weight 
Cabinet 


Bands 
Short wave 


SW-range 
Bandwidth 
Audio power 
Whip antenna 
AC adapter 


Clock 
Timer 


Memories 


Sockets 
Accessories 


Price 


510 

1999 - 2003 
26x18x8cm 

1,15 kg 

Plastic, silver or anthracite 


FM-RDS, MW, LW 
No short wave 


None 

One 

0,75 Watt 

6 elements, 71 cm 
built-in 


Yes 
Yes 


30 


Phones 
AC cord 


None available 


DM 169,- (2001) /80 US $ 
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Ocean Boy 510 
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Ocean Boy 510 
At the left - a “flipper-handle” which snaps back. 
At the top — “paneling” covers the whip antenna 


Ocean Boy 510 


Ocean Boy 510 


Modern packing 


Battery operation 


Model Batteries 


202 7 D cells, one of them for dial illumination 


204 7 Dcells, one of them for dial illumination 


205 £6Dcells 
207 6Dcells 
208 6Dcells 
209 + 6Dcells 
210 6 D cells 
1000 6Dcells 
820 6Dcells 


330 4 AA cells plus 2 AAA cells for backup 
340 4AAcells plus 2 AAA cells for backup 
400 4Dcells 
500 4Dcells 
350 4 AA cells plus 2 AAA cells for backup 


510 4 D cells plus 2 AAA cells for backup 


98 


Chronology: 


1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 


202 Fall 61: introduced 
202 

202 / 204 

204 

205 new cabinet 

205 

207 

208 black imitation leather 
209 new cabinet 

210 plastic cabinet 
1000 sliding controls 
1000 

1000 


820 military-look 
820 
820 


330 First PLL digital Ocean Boy 
330 


340 
340 400 
340 400 500 FM - RDS 
340 500 
350 500 
350 510 no short wave 
350 510 
350 510 
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Telescopic antennas and their tips 


7/83 12/144 13/144 


11/116 7/ 98 5 / 50 6/71 


Ocean Boy whip antennas: 


First figure indicates the number of elements, the 


second figure indicates the total length ( cm ) 


Antenna 7/83 used in model 
202 


Antenna 12/144 used in model 
204 — 205 — 207 


Antenna 13/144 used in model 
207— 208 — 209 — 210 


Antenna 11/116 used in model 
1000 


Antenna 7 / 98 used in model 
820 


Antenna 5/50 used in model 
330 — 340 — 350 -- 400 — 500 


Antenna 6/71 used in model 
510 


101 


Extra _ pics 


Above: Dryfit 476 Akku 
Below: AC adapter TN 12 and TN 14 (right) 


Extra _ pics 


Above: Car DC-adapter; Below: Ear-phone 203 a 


Extra pics 
The boss and his factory ( Original photos from 1962 ! 
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Extra ics 


Snapshot from the German TV movie “The great train 
robbery “ made in 1965. After the “job” the guys count the 
money — an Ocean Boy 204 plays the music. Actually the 
train robbery was done August 8'"; 1963 at Sears Crossing, 
Buckinghamshire, UK (England). 


Extra Pics 


All 15 made Ocean Boys at a glance. 


This book is a must be for __ 
all collectors and owners of 


the famous Grundig Ocean 
Boy series. All 15 made 
sets are introduced and 


described in more than 105 _ 


pages illustrated by more 
then 80 pictures and 
tables. Which — whip 
antenna belong to which 
radio? When did Grundig 
start this series? How will 
the next Oceanboy look 


like? What’s my Oceanboy 


worth today? Some of most 
asked questions — this 
book gives the answer. No 
other printed publication 
summarizes all data and 
models of the Grundig 
Ocean Boy world band 
receiver. Get a survey of 
this radios. The author, 
active short-wave listener 
and Grundig fanatic, has 
written this book lead by 
two rules: To make the 
book easy to read and to 
have all this radios in his 
own hands. 


Baier, 40 Years Grundig Ocean Boy; 1961 — 2001 


2. edition; April 2003 


Price: $ 19,95 


